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1. PARAS 2 - 9 CONTAIN PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR 
MARCH 23 DEPT BRIEFING, FOR USE ONLY IF ASKED: 

2. Q: WHAT IS THE SITUATION IN ZAIRE'S SHABA PROVINCE? 

A: FIGHTING CONTINUES IN THE AREA WEST OE MUTSHATSHA. 
AS FAR AS WE KNOW THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN A MAJOR 
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CONFRONTATION OF FORCES. 

3. Q: WHAT ABOUT MISSIONARIES IN THE AREA HELD BY 
HOSTILE FORCES? 

A: REPORTS REACHING OUR EMBASSY INDICATE THAT THE 
MISSIONARIES ARE WELL. 

4. Q: ARE THERE ANY PLANS TO EVACUATE US CITIZENS 
FROM ZAIRE: 

A: THERE ARE NO PLANS TO EVACUATE US CITIZENS FROM ZAIRE. 

5. 

Q: WHAT ABOUT ZAIRE'S SUPPLEMENTARY REQUESTS FOR 
US AID? 

A: THESE QUESTIONS ARE UNDER ACTIVE STUDY. 

6. Q: DOES THE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY BETTER IDEA OF THE 
AIMS OF THE INVADING FORCES? 

A: THE INVADING FORCES HAVE NOT REALLY SPELLED OUT 
THEIR AIMS. AS YOU MAY REMEMBER A POLITICAL GROUP, 

THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE CONGO 
CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE INVASION SHORTLY AFTER 
THE FIGHTING BEGAN. SINCE THEN THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE 
ADDITIONAL WORD. CONSIDERING ZAIRE'S SIZE, AND THE 
LIMITED TRIBAL AND REGIONAL BASE OF THE KATANGAN 
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GENDARMES, WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT A REVIVAL OF THE 
POST-INDEPENDENCE CIVIL WAR WHICH COULD RESULT IN A 
DE-FACTO SECESSION OF SHABA. 

7. Q: HAVE WE IN THE PAST SHIPPED SO-CALLED LETHAL 
WEAPONS TO ZAIRE? 

A: THE UNITED STATES' SEVENTEEN- YEAR-LONG MILITARY 
AID RELATIONSHIP WITH ZAIRE HAS INCLUDED SHIPMENTS 
OF US ARMAMENTS AND AMMUNITION. 

8. Q: DO WE HAVE ANY COMMENT ON SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN 
ZAIRE? 

A: AS FAR AS WE KNOW THERE HAS BEEN NO UNUSUAL SOVIET 
ACTIVITY IN ZAIRE DURING THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. 

9. Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON NIGERIAN EFFORTS 
TO MEDIATE BETWEEN ANGOLA AND ZAIRE? 
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A: THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO HELP RESOLVE 
PROBLEMS BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA ARE WELCOMED BY THE 
US GOVERNMENT. WE STRONGLY FAVOR AFRICAN SOLUTIONS 
TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS. 

VANCE 
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